
Information technology and social networking are ubiquitous phenomenon in today’s 
world. As we use these technologies we are often not aware of the implications of their use. From liability 
issues to the myriad ways these technologies are used for predatory and illegal purposes, it is important that 
we educate ourselves, so that we can protect ourselves, our clients, and our families. 
In this workshop two experts in the field will present from two different, yet complementary vantage points, 
giving us the knowledge and tools to utilize these technologies, with safety and ethics in mind.

Andrew Frisbie, B.S. is a patrol 
Sergeant with the Burlington Police Depart-
ment and is the Investigations Coordinator for 
the Vermont Internet Crimes Against Children 
(ICAC) Task Force, which is responsible for 
conducting investigations into the online ex-
ploitation of children. He has been involved 
with technology and computers since 1997. 
Andrew began his professional career as a ge-
ologist, transitioned to Information Technol-
ogy, and then to law enforcement, where he 
has worked for the last seven years. Andrew 
teaches Cybercrime at Champlain College and 
Criminal Law at the Vermont Police Academy. 
He received his Bachelors of Science degree 
from Union College and attended Middlebury 
College and the University of Washington for 
Russian Language studies.

Michael J. Hawkins, J.D., is the 
Director of Risk Management/Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Fletcher Allen Health Care, 
Burlington, Vermont.  Mr. Hawkins earned a 
bachelor of arts degree from the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst  and is a graduate 
of the University of Connecticut School of 
Law, where he was Executive Editor of the 
Connecticut Law Review.  Mr. Hawkins is re-
sponsible for developing and implementing a 
comprehensive risk management program for 
Fletcher Allen Health Care and providing legal 
advice concerning a broad range of liability is-
sues. Mr. Hawkins has lectured extensively on 
liability issues before many professional orga-
nizations, including American College of Sur-
geons and the Vermont Nurses Association.     

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
8:00 -   8:30 Registration
8:30 - 10:30  Ethical Dilemmas in Communicating Online
   presented by Andrew Frisbie, B.S.
                   Overview of technologies: e-mail, chat, instant  
  messaging, social networking, immersive social  
  networking.
                    Dangers of communicating online: confidential- 
  ity, cyber-bullying and harassment, self-exploitation  
  (sexting), online predators, child pornography.
                    Tips for how to use the internet safely and  
  ethically.
10:30 - 10:45 Break
10:45 - 11:45 Legal Aspects Relating to Online Communication 
   presented by Michael J. Hawkins, J.D.
                     Privacy laws
  Informed consent
  Mandatory reporting
  Protecting your professional identity
11:45 - 12:45 Panel Discussion 
  Andrew Frisbie, Michael Hawkins and others.
                      Group Participation, Q and A
12:45 -  2:00 LUNCH (on your own)
1:30   -  2:00  Lunchtime Presentation by Ron Treem and 
  colleagues on results of pilot study using 
  Tai Chi with at-risk youth in school settings.

2:00   -  4:30 VTMHCA Annual Meeting

   

RISK MANAGEMENT AND ETHICAL CONCERNS IN THE CHANGING WORLD 
OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION: 

WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW TO PROTECT OURSELVES AND OUR CLIENTS 

Vermont Mental Health Counselor’s Association
Annual Meeting and Ethics Conference

Friday June 4, 2010     8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Capitol Plaza t 100 State Street t Montpelier t Vermont

CEUs applied for and pending
Please visit our website at www.vtmhca.org

ANNUAL MEETING
 The VTMHCA Annual Meeting is an oppurtunity for members and prospective members to network 
 and to gain an understanding of the work we have done in the last year. The meeting is also an 
 opportunity to have input into your organization and on the directions/projects upon which we will 
 embark in the next year. The Annual Meeting is a time for discussion of the issues and concerns we 
 have as mental health practitioners. The agenda will be as follows.
   • The Year in Review: Initiatives, Conferences, and Finances
   • Reports by Board Members and Special Committees
   • Legislative Updates and Lobbyist Activity
   • Future Initiatives/Discussions: Conferences, Website, and Membership
   • Election of New Board Members and Acknowledgements 
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A  D I V I S I O N  O F  V E R M O N T
C O U N S E L I N G  A S S O C I AT I O N

Registration/Refund Policy
Early Registration is encouraged. Registrations at the 
door require an additional $20 fee and are on a space 
available basis only. The conference fee includes cof-
fee, muffins, CEUs, and materials. For cancellations 
more than 72 hours before the conference, a refund will 
be granted, less a $20 administrative fee. Cancellations 
make less than 72 hours before the conference will not 
be refunded. If you register and do not attend, you are 
liable for full payments. Substitutions may be made at 
any time.

Space is Limited. Please register early.

For more information on 
the Annual Meeting, 

or 
VTMHCA membership, 

please contact 
Caryn Feinberg 

at 
802-985-8286 

or 
CarynBF@gmail.com

Conference Registration Form - Friday, June 4, 2010 - Capitol Plaza, Montpelier, VT
Name __________________________ Phone (day) _________________ (evening) ______________________
Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________________________________________
Conference Fees
o $65 VTMHCA member o $85 Non-member o Join VTMHCA now and receive reduced rate 
o I will be attending VTMHCA’s Annual Meeting
t$15 additional fee for registrations received after May 28. 
t$20 fee for registration at the door, space permitting. 

Please make checks payable to:   VTMHCA

Mail this form and registration fee to: VTMHCA, c/o Caryn Feinberg
      P.O. Box 62
      Shelburne, VT 05482

PO Box 62
Shelburne, VT
05482

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  V E R M O N T
C O U N S E L I N G  A S S O C I AT I O N

VTMHCA’s Annual Meeting & Ethics Conference 
June 4, 2010


